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SS6H6 The student will analyze the impact of European exploration and colonization on various world regions

Journal prompt- 50 words- When you go to a new school, how do you make friends?

Vocabulary

	Crusades
	Military expeditions to capture the Holy Land from the Turks
	Popes
	Leaders of the Roman Catholic Church

	Use in a sentence
	
	Use in a sentence
	

	Colony
	A region controlled by a distant country
	Conquistadors
	Soldiers who defeated the new world

	Use in a sentence
	
	Use in a sentence
	


Guided reading- the empires of Portugal, Spain, England, and France in Asia, Africa, and the America’s

     From 1096-1272, the Popes sent military expeditions (known as Crusades) to capture the Holy Land from the Turks.  These were NOT successful expeditions.  Many men lost their lives in the Crusades.  During this time men were able to make better maps and build better, faster ships.  Trade routes were also created to open trade with desirable products from the east.  Because of the Crusades, Portugal, Spain, England, and France were later able to expand their empires.

     By the 1600’s, Venice and Genoa were very important trading cities.  The major trade routes from the east to Europe went through these two cities. Italian merchants became very wealthy by marking up the prices of the spices, jewels, fragrances, woods, and finished goods and selling them throughout Europe.  Portugal, Spain, England and France were not happy with the way Italian merchants were making huge profits.  They began to look for other routes to India, China, and the Spice Islands.

The Empire of Portugal
     Portugal was a very powerful empire for many centuries.  This was due in part to Prince Henry the Navigator who sent many ships down the coast of Africa looking for new routes to the east.  Bartolomeu Dias reached the southern tip of Africa and discovered Cape Good Hope and the Indian Ocean.  Vasco De Gama also sailed around the cape and later went to India.  Other Portuguese explorers explored and opened ports and trading posts all over East Asia.  By 1571, there were many outposts in Africa, India, the South Pacific, and Japan.  Portugal grew very wealthy in its trade routes.  Until 1822 Brazil was a colony of Portugal and was very profitable.
The Empire of Spain
Christopher Columbus, an Italian, was hired by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella to sail for Spain.  In 1492, while trying to reach the East Indies, Columbus discovered the new world.  Although found by mistake, this discovery brought great wealth to Spain.  In the 1500’s, Spanish conquistadors conquered the Inca and Aztec civilizations.  Once again, Spain gained enormous wealth from these conquests.  Spain claimed and controlled vast parts of North and South America for over 300 years.  They also controlled the Philippines in Asia until the late 19th century.
The Empire of England
At one time, England was one of three countries (England, Scotland, and Wales) that shared an Island. In the 1700’s, these three countries joined together to form Great Britain.  The British Empire was the largest in history.  At it peak, the British Empire controlled Canada, Australia, India, much of eastern Africa, and numerous Islands across the world.  During the 1700’s Great Britain gained control of North America from the Dutch, France, and Spain.  In a war begun in 1776, Great Britain lost control of its American colonies and the United States was formed.  Great Britain was able to keep control of Canada until the 20th century.  Great Britain colonized Australia and many South Pacific Islands.  Great Britain became the most powerful country in the world.  By the 1920’s, Great Britain controlled ¼ of the worlds population.  After WWII most of Great Britain’s colonies gained their independence.

The Empire of France
From the 1600’s to the 1900’s France was one of the world’s dominant Empires.   The French had colonies all over the world.  During the reign of Napoleon I, France controlled much of the European continent.  By 1812, France controlled Germany, Italy, and Spain.  During the 16th and 17th centuries, France gained control of the Caribbean, the Indian Ocean, the South Pacific, the North Pacific, and the North Atlantic.  The French had colonies in Canada, South America, Southeast Asia, and Northwest Africa

Enrichment Activity

Using the chart below, compare and contrast the Empire’s of Portugal, Spain, England, and France

	Portugal
	Spain
	England
	France

	
	
	
	


