SS6H3a The student will analyze important 20th century issues in Latin America and the Caribbean (the Cuban revolution)

Journal prompt (50 words)-  Why do you think some of the Island countries economy is not very good? 

The Cuban Revolution

Cuba is an island nation located 90 miles south of Florida.  It has been a hotbed of political problem for most of the 2oth century.  Until the 1950’s, Cuba had a constant flow of leaders that would take over and then be ousted by someone else.  During this time, American businessmen were trading with Cuba.  Most of Cuba’s trade came from the United States.  This was due to the large amounts of Cuban land owned by Americans.  In the 1950’s, Fulgencio Batista was the dictator of Cuba.  He had been elected President, but gained so much power he named himself dictator.  During his dictatorship, poverty was very high and health care and education was very poor.  Batista became a very unpopular man.  Fidel Castro led a rebellion against Batista and because he had such strong public following, was able to overthrow Batista’s government.  In 1959, Castro became dictator of Cuba.  Castro formed a communist government and declared all property owned by Americans now belonged to the Cuban government.  Castro also declared all farms, factories, and businesses owned by Cubans were now owned by the government.  Followers of Batista were arrested.  Most were executed by firing squad, while others spent decades in prison.  People no longer had the right to protest and newspapers, radio and television studios were shut down.  The government became the only source for news.  Churches were outlawed and closed.  All church property was seized by the government.  The United States placed an embargo on Cuba.  This meant that sugar cane could no longer be sold to the United States.  The Soviet Union (another communist country) became friends with Cuba and bought their sugar cane.  The Soviet Union also sold weapons to the Cubans and educated and trained Cubans in military service.  All was not bad under Castro’s rule.  Healthcare was much improved.  Education became better and women and blacks were able to get better educated and better jobs.  On the downside, most people’s lives were controlled by the government.  People who practiced Christianity were discriminated against.  Income was very low in Cuba.  Cuba became one of the poorest nations in the region.  The US and Cuba did not get along.  The U.S. did not like having a communist country so close to the U.S. border (Florida).  Americans who owned land and businesses in Cuba were upset they lost their property.  The U.S. no longer allowed travel to and from Cuba and tried to keep other countries from trading with them.  In 1962, the Cuban Missile Crises almost started a nuclear war.  Cuba gave the Soviet Union permission to build a missile launching complex in Cuba.  If launched, these missiles could reach U.S. cities.  President John F. Kennedy demanded the missiles be removed or they would invade Cuba.  After a very tense time, the Soviets agreed to remove their missiles and the U.S. agreed not to invade Cuba.  In the last 50 years, relations between the U.S. and Cuba have not improved.  There is still an embargo against Cuban good. Americans are allowed to send money to their families in Cuba.  In the early 1980’s and 1990’s large amounts of Cubans “escaped” their island for the U.S.   It became so bad that eventually the U.S. said only 20,000 Cubans a year may come to the U.S.  The Cuban government agreed to this number.
Guided Reading questions

1) Who was the dictator of Cuba in the 1950’s?

2) Who took over as dictator in 1959?

3) What type of government does Cuba have?

4) What did the U.S. do when Cuba took over American owned property?

5) Which country helped Cuba become a communist country?

6) What event almost caused a nuclear war between the U.S. and the Soviet Union?

7) How many Cuban are now allowed to enter the U.S.?

8) Who was President of the United States in 1962?

9) Why don’t the U.S. and Cuba get along?

10) Why is sugar cane so important?

The Zapatista’s (SS6H3)
The Zapatista’s are a group of Mexicans who support improved rights and living conditions for Mexico’s indigenous people.  In the early 20th century, a man named Emilio Zapata worked hard and fought for the rights of the native people of Mexico.  As time went on, the Zapatista’s (named after Emilio Zapata) became known for harassment and sabotage against the government.  In 1994, NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement) came into effect.  This allowed free trade between Canada, Mexico, and the United States.  A group of people in Mexico did not like NAFTA because they were afraid it would hurt the farmers in Mexico who would not be able to compete with the cheaper food traded through NAFTA.  They felt that NAFTA would allow cheap farm goods to come into Mexico from the United States.  This would have devastating effect on the Mexican farmer.  On January 1, 1995, the day NAFTA took effect, the Zapatista’s took over several small towns in their part of Mexico.  The army was sent in to break up the Zapatista’s; however, fighting lasted for several weeks.  A cease fire was finally declared, but the Zapatista’s would not completely go away.  The Zapatista’s still have control of some areas of Mexico.  There have been agreements made between the Zapatista’s and the government, but the problems have not been solved.  The Zapatista’s believe the indigenous people of Mexico need more help to improve health care, housing, education, and jobs.  The Zapatista’s have even made alliances with groups in other countries who have similar goals.

Guided Reading Questions

1) Why didn’t the Zapatista’s like NAFTA?

2) Who do the Zapatista support?

3) What do the Zapatista’s want for the people?

4) How did the Zapatista’s rebel in 1994?

5) Who are the Zapatista’s named after?

6) Who was he?

7) What is NAFTA and acronym for?

8) What have happened to the agreement made between the Zapatista’s and the Mexican government?

9) What have the Zapatista’s done with other countries?

10) Is the Zapatista’s doing good or bad for Mexico?

Extension activity

Working with a partner, read pages 204-206 “Mexico’s challenges” and fill in the outline below with key points.

I. Mexico’s challenges

A.


1.


2.


3.

B.


1.


2.

C.


1.


2.

Read pages 222-223 and come up with 4 main points for each of the Island below.

Cuba

1.

2.

3.

4.

Haiti

1.

2.

3.

4.

Dominican Republic

1.

2.

3.

4.

Puerto Rico

1.

2.

3.

4.

