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SS6H2c Explain the Latin American Independence movement; include the importance of Toussaint L’Ouverture, Simon Bolivar, and Miguel Hidalgo.

Journal prompt (50 words)-How would you feel if someone moved into your neighborhood and began making demands and new rules?

Guided reading

	The native people of Latin America began to get tired of Europeans making the rules and laws for them.  The American Revolution in 1776 gave these native people the idea that they could also receive their freedom.  The French Revolution of 1789 and the execution of  Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette showed the people the Kings and Queens of Europe could be overthrown.  Soon, the native people began to have hope that they could overcome their European leaders.

Toussaint L’Ouveture

L’Ouverture was a famous black freedom fighter.  He was the major leader of many slave revolts in Saint Domingue (now Haiti).  He was later named the Governor of Saint Domingue.  Francois-Domingue Toussaint was born a slave in the mid 1700’s.  His father had been a free African who was captured and sold into slavery.  He would often tell Toussaint what it was like to be free.  Toussaint was allowed to read and write by his plantation owner.  He was an avid reader and enjoyed reading the popular books of the day.  In 1789, after the French Revolution, the new government of France gave freedom to all black and mulatto slaves.  The plantation owners in Saint Domingue were furious.  In 1791, the government changed its mind and made all former slaves, slaves again.  This time the slaves were furious.  Toussaint led a slave army in revolt and defeated the French troops.  In 1793, the French government abolished slavery altogether.  Toussaint began leading his army against the British and Spanish troops.  He was nicknamed  “L’Ouverture” (the opening)  because of his ability to find openings in the enemy forces.   He was named Governor of Saint Domingue and left in control of the Island (it was still a French colony).  In 1802, Emperor Napoleon of France sent troops to Saint Domingue to gain control.  Many thought he wanted to reinstate slavery.  Toussaint was asked to meet with the French General to discuss peace.  He was arrested and sent to a prison on France where he died shortly after.  Within 2 years, the people of Saint Domingue declared their independence and renamed their country Haiti.
1) As a child, how did Toussaint learn about freedom?

2) How did Toussaint learn how to read and write?

3) What happened in 1789?

4) What happened in 1791?

5) Where did Toussaint die?

Simon Bolivar
Simon Bolivar was a leader in the wars for independence in South America.  He fought again Spanish rule.  Bolivar wanted freedom and independence for all people in Latin America.  Through Bolivar’s efforts, Bolivia, Colombia. Ecuador, Panama, Peru, and Venezuela all gained their independence.  Bolivar was born in Caracas (now Venezuela) in 1783.  He was from a very wealthy family and had an excellent education.  He liked to read books on freedom and equality.  From 1810-1824, Bolivar led troops against Spanish rule.  He fought for freedom in lands that are now Venezuela, Colombia, and Panama.  In 1824, he finally defeated the Spanish and end their rule in South America.  The country of Bolivia was named in his honor and Bolivar wrote that countries constitution.  Bolivar was called “the liberator” in South America.  He became a dictator and wanted to establish one large country called Gran Colombia.  This country would have covered the entire northern part of South America.  Most people did not want to do this and many fights broke out among the different countries.  Bolivar got infected with tuberculosis and died in 1830.

1) When and where was Bolivar born?

2) Why was he known as the liberator?

3) What country is named after him?

4) What happened from 1810-1824?

5) What was Bolivar’s childhood like?

Miguel Hidalgo 
Hidalgo was known as the father of Mexican independence.  Hidalgo was a priest who led a peasant army against the Spanish army in Mexico (then called New Spain).  Hidalgo was born in 1753 and received a very good education.  He liked to read books on equality and freedom.  He saw there was no equality for the peasant working class in Mexico.  After training for the priesthood, Hidalgo began working among the natives and peasants.  In 1808, France invaded Spain and overthrew the Spanish king.   This caused problems in Mexico because some people still supported the Spanish government, some supported the French government, and other (like Hidalgo) felt it was time for Mexico to have its independence.  In 1810, French loyalists turned in Hidalgo and he was warned he would be arrested.  Instead of hiding, Hidalgo went to the church and began ringing the bell, signaling all the people from the countryside to the church.  Once gathered, Hidalgo gave a speech on freedom and equality.  He told the people it was time for Mexico to be independent.  Thousands of people followed Hidalgo and they won many victories against the Spanish army.  Eventually, the Spanish army was able to overpower Hidalgo’s forces and he was captured and executed on July 30, 1811.  Even with Hidalgo dead, the war for independence continued and in 1821, Spain withdrew the last of its troops from Mexico.

1) What kind of books did Hidalgo like to read?

2) After he became a priest, who did Hidalgo work with?

3) What happened in 1808?

4) What happened in 1811?

5) How did Hidalgo die? 
Compare and Contrast L’Ouveture, Bolivar, and Hidalgo

L’Ouverture
Bolivar
Hidalgo
Birth
Education
Vocation
Nickname
Important Events
Death



Extension Activity- on the back of this page, pretend you are one of the men we have learned about and write a one page narrative story of their life.  These will be shown to your Language Arts teacher.

