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SS6H2a Describe the influence of African slavery on the development of the Americas.

Journal prompt (50 words) How would you feel if you were taken from your home and made to work hard labor for no pay?

Vocabulary

Powerful-________________________________________________________________

Greedy-_________________________________________________________________

Plantations-______________________________________________________________

Disease-_________________________________________________________________

Interesting Fact:

Naming ceremonies were-and still are- an important part of the traditional African life.  Ceremonies varied from place to place, but a child might receive several names, including the day of birth, the birth order among children, a father’s or mother’s family name, and a special name such as “reborn one”.  The “reborn one” keeps alive the memory of an ancestor.

If you were raised in a society that had the naming ceremonies, what would your name be?

Guided Reading (TAG)
	The Europeans wanted to find cheap labor for the America’s in the 1500’s. When the conquistadors found gold and silver, the countries of Spain and Portugal became very wealthy and powerful.  They also became greedy- the more they found, the more they wanted.  They set up gold and silver mines all over South America and the Caribbean.  As more Europeans came to this area, the need for more crops was evident.  Sugar cane (used to make sugar, molasses, and rum) grew well in this area, but required a large labor force.  At first, the native people were used for this labor, but the work was hard and violent and many of the native people could not do it. Because the native people were dying from diseases brought by the Europeans, or were escaping into the mountains or jungles, the labor force was sought from Africa.  The Africans were more resistant to European diseases and were able to work hard and long in the hot humid climate.  The Africans were brought over by ship and many died on the trip due to starvation and sickness.  Once in the Americas, they were forced to work long, tiring days in the mines and sugar cane fields with poor housing and diet.  Life was very hard for the slave in Latin America.  For over 300 years, slaves were brought to Latin America.  Due to slave labor, plantations and businesses grew and the owners became wealthy.  European countries grew wealthy from the plantations and mines.  Slavery in Latin America ended in the late 1800’s.  Today, descendents from the African slaves are a large part of the culture in this area.  Most of the descendants live in area where plantation farming was important.  Intermarriage of people from different continents has produced a diverse population and culture. 


Guided Reading questions

1) Where did Europeans in the 16th century find a cheap labor force for work in the New World?

2) Why did Europeans choose slaves from Africa as a labor source in the New World?

3) When did slavery end for most parts of Latin America?

4) What is one effect of slavery that influences Latin America today?

5) Slavery helped build the countries of Latin America, but most of the wealth was sent back to Europe.  What is one effect of this situation?

6) What was life like for the Latin American slave?

TAG Enrichment Activity

With a partner, write a list of evidence that supports the argument to end the slave trade.  Pretend you are a Portuguese citizen and write a petition you can present to the King  of Portugal.  The petition should begin:
Resolved: That the trade in enslaved Africans should end immediately.  

Reasons being: (fill in why you feel it should end)

What might the response of the King of Portugal be?

