Name____________________________________________________Period___________Date_____________

SS6H1 The student will describe the impact of European contact on Latin America.

Journal prompt- (50 words) Why do you think some countries try to conquer other countries?

Vocabulary- using a dictionary, write down the definition of the following words then use each word in a complete sentence.

Conquer- (def)_____________________________________________________________________________

(sentence)_________________________________________________________________________________

Explore- (def)______________________________________________________________________________

(sentence)_________________________________________________________________________________

Exchange-(def)_____________________________________________________________________________

(sentence)_________________________________________________________________________________

Culture- (def)______________________________________________________________________________
(sentence)_________________________________________________________________________________

Empire- (def)______________________________________________________________________________

(sentence)_________________________________________________________________________________

SS6H1a. Describe the encounter and consequences of the conflict between the Spanish and the Aztecs and Incas and the roles of Cortes, Montezuma, Pizarro, and Atahualpa.
The Aztec
     The Aztec were nomads who came to the Mexico valley around 1250 A.D.  The people who lived in this valley were not happy to see the Aztec arrive.  One king was so upset with the Aztec he granted them snake filled land in hopes they would be killed off.  The Aztec only feasted on snake and grew stronger.
     Because the Aztec were nomadic, they knew how to survive in any situation.  They had wandered for hundreds of years looking for their “promised land”.  They believed they were promised this land from the serpent sun god Quetzalcoatl.  The sun god was the most important god to the Aztec.  Being in the presence of the sun god was the highest honor an Aztec could receive.  Legend tells that the Aztec sacrificed a local princess to one of their gods.  The princess’s father vowed revenge against the Aztec, so they left the area.  They eventually made it to Lake Texcoco where they believed they had found their promised land!  The gods told the Aztec to build a great city on the two islands on the lake so the Aztec worked day and night until their city was built. They also built floating gardens for their crops and bridges to the mainland.  They called their city Tenochtitlan.  The Aztec began conquering neighboring tribes and grew more powerful.  Merchants traded gold, silver and pottery in large marketplaces.  
      The King was the head of Aztec society.  He was chosen by a council of warriors, priests, and nobles from the members of the royal family.  The council looked for someone who would bring glory to the Aztec. The king was followed by the four classes of people: 1) nobles; 2) commoners; 3) unskilled workers; and 4) enslaved people.  The commoner class (the largest class) was formed of farmers, artisans, and traders.  A commoner could become a noble by one act of bravery during war.  The afterlife was very important to the Aztec.  They believed soldiers who died in war, captives who gave their lives in sacrifice and women who died in childbirth were worthy of the afterlife.  Everyone else (ordinary people who did not die in the service of the gods) went to the “land of the dead” which was the lowest level in the underworld.
     From an early age, the children knew their duty in the Aztec world.  Boys were expected to become warriors and girls were expected to become wives and mothers. Girls, however, were honored every time they gave birth.  

     The Aztec built The Great Temple in the center of the city where thousands of victims were sacrificed to the gods.  The Great Temple was built to honor the god, Huitzilopochtli.
Turn to page 201 in your book.  Read The Aztec calendar Stone and answer the question in the “making the connection” section.
Guided reading questions:

1) Why would the Aztec consider being with the sun good or important?

2) Where did people go when they died?

3) What opinion did the Aztec have for the “land of the dead”?

4) How did religious beliefs affect the Aztec?

5) How was the Aztec king selected?

6) What characteristics were looked for in a king?
7) How could commoners move into the noble class?

8) What kind of life was expected of girls?

9) Who was the great temple built for?

10) What was the Aztec city called?

Hernan Cortes- Cortes was a Spanish nobleman who led the armed forces that defeated the Aztec.  As a young person, Cortes was given the choice of being a lawyer, a priest, or a soldier.  Although his parents wanted him to be a lawyer, he chose to be a soldier.  As a young soldier, Cortes was part of the army that invaded and controlled Cuba.  He impressed his commander so well, he was put in charge of several Native American villages.  Cortes quickly gained rank and became an important soldier.  Six years after the invasion of Cuba, smallpox (brought over by the soldiers) spread across Cuba and wiped out most of the population.  Cortes was told to find new workers to work the cane fields.  He went to the Yucatan and invaded Mexico.  Montezuma II was the Aztec emperor at the time of the invasion.  Montezuma claimed he saw the invasion in a dream.  In April, 1519, Cortes landed what now today Veracruz.  He had 550 soldiers, 16 horses, 14 cannons, and a few dogs.  Although his army was small compared to the vast Aztec Empire, he had a few things going on his side:

1) He used his guns and cannons to shock the Aztec.

2) Through a Mayan translator who knew the Aztec language, he was able to learn about the Aztec empire and gain alliances along the way that helped him gain more power.

3) Cortes had the greatest weapon of all- GERMS!  Smallpox and measles killed more Aztecs than any sword, gun, or cannon could.

Although it was a 400 mile journey to Tenochtitlan, Cortes reached the capital by November, 1519.  Messengers of Montezuma reported the Spaniards every move, however, the Aztec though Cortes was a light skinned god named Quetzalcoatl who had “promised to return someday to reclaim his land”.  Because Montezuma thought Cortes was this god, he did not attack the Spaniards.  As Cortes got closer to Tenochtitlan, Montezuma decided to attack, but Cortes attacked first killing over 6,000 Aztec.  Cortes then took control of the city and took Montezuma hostage to keep the Aztec from rebelling.  Cortes ordered the Aztec to stop sacrificing people, which made the Aztec furious.  A rebellion began driving the Spaniards into the mountains.  In the process, Montezuma was killed.  The Spanish plan to attack again, but before they could, smallpox broke out killing thousands of Aztec.  The Spaniards easily took control of the weakened Aztec empire and destroyed their capital.

Guided reading questions

1) Why did the Aztec think they should welcome Cortes?

2) Who was the Aztec emperor?

3) What did Cortes’ parent want him to be?

4) When did Cortes reach Tenochtitlan?

5) How far did Cortes have to travel?

6) How did Cortes gain allies?

7) What did Cortes do that made the Aztec furious?

8) When did the Mexican invasion begin?

9) Where was Cortes in control of several Native American villages?

10) What was Cortes’ greatest weapon?

Complete worksheet entitled “Aztec Empire” using the world history atlas.
Montezuma II- From about 1500-1520, Montezuma II was the Aztec ruler.  He is the most known Aztec ruler because he was the ruler during the Spanish invasion by Cortes.  While ruler, the Aztec empire expanded greatly for central and southern Mexico.  People conquered by Montezuma had to pay high taxes to him and also give him humans to be sacrificed.  He was very unpopular with people he conquered, however, he was very popular with his own people and was considered a great leader.  Montezuma welcomed Cortes to Tenochtitlan with open arms.  He gave Cortes and his men elaborate gifts of gold.  Montezuma was hoping Cortes would take the gifts and leave, however, Cortes took Montezuma hostage and ruled the empire while Montezuma was a prisoner in his own palace.  In 1520, a battle took place and Montezuma was killed.  Both Aztec and Spanish were saddened by his death.

Guided Reading Questions
1) Who was the ruler of the Aztec when Cortes arrived?

2) What did Montezuma give Cortes when they met?

3) Why was Montezuma considered a great leader?

4) What did Montezuma get from the people he conquered?
The Incas

     Pachacuti was the Incan leader who along with his son Topa Inca around 1438 built a great empire that spanned 2500 miles.  This empire was built in what is today Peru.  Although he set up a strong central government, he allowed local rulers to stay in power.  To ensure the loyalty of these leaders, he took their sons to Cuzco, the Incan capital, for training.  He required his people to learn a common language, Quechua, which was the language of the Incas.  He also built great roads which covered about 25,000 miles.  
     The Inca believed that the sun god Inti protected Cuzco from harm.  The Incan rulers and their wives were the top of the social ladder.  Below the king and queen were the head priest and commander of the army.  Below them were the temple priests, army commanders, and skilled workers (musicians, artisans, and accountants).  The bottom of the social ladder consisted of farmers, herders, and ordinary soldiers.  The society ladder was further divided into 12 job categories.  Every man, woman, and child over 5 had a job to do.

     Unlike the Aztec, the Inca rarely sacrificed humans.  When they had to make sacrifices in times of trouble, it was usually children.  

     Although the Inca had no wheel, no iron tools, and no system of writing, they were able to honor their gods by building beautiful large works of stone.  Machu Pichu was built as a retreat for the King and his family.  The Inca were very skilled engineers, when building, the Inca used stones that fit so tightly together a knife could not fit in between them.  They did not use mortar, so if there was an earthquake, the stones could slide up and down without collapsing.  They also had their own form of mathematics. They used a knotted rope of different sizes and colors to represent different numbers or items.  This rope was called a quipo.  Using this method they could also keep records.
Turn to page 267 in your book and read the passage entitled “From Empire to republic”.

Guided reading questions

1) Who was Pachacuti’s son?

2) How big was the Incan empire?

3) Describe the social ladder of the Incan empire.

4) Who had jobs in the Incan empire?

5) Instead of sacrifices, what did the Inca do to honor the gods?

6) How did the Inca keep their buildings from collapsing?
7) What is a quipo?

8) When did the Spaniards arrive in Peru?

9) What brought the Spaniards to Peru?

10) What happened to the Inca when the Spanish arrived?

Complete worksheet entitled “Inca Empire” using the world history atlas.
Francisco Pizarro

     Pizarro, as a young soldier, marched with Vasco de Balboa in his search for a city filled with gold.  After Balboa was beheaded for alleged treason, Pizarro decided to go in search of the city.  Pizarro had been a poor pig farmer, but he became a skilled soldier and wealthy landowner. The Inca were very powerful people.  They controlled most of South America and didn’t fell any threats to their security.  With the introduction of Europeans, diseases such as smallpox and measles wiped out large numbers of Native Americans.  The Incan population suffered greatly from these diseases.  With 160 soldiers, Pizarro worked his way up the mountains to the Incan homeland.  Pizarro began raiding storehouses and firing guns at the villagers.  At this time, the Incan Emperor was Atahualpa.  He thought Pizarro was crazy and didn’t pay him much attention.  He didn’t feel Pizarro was a real threat against his army of 80,000 warriors.  Unfortunately for the Inca, Pizarro had a plan to defeat them.  In 1532, Pizarro (after talking to his good friend Cortes about the Aztec defeat) invited Atahualpa to a meeting.  Not feeling threatened, Atahualpa left most of his soldiers at home and carried no weapons.  Once he got to the meeting, Pizarro demanded that the Inca give up their gods.  When Atahualpa laughed at this request, Pizarro ordered an attack.  Guns and cannons were fired, swords slashed and Atahualpa was taken hostage.  Atahualpa tried to buy his way out by offering a room full of gold and silver in exchange for freedom.  Pizarro agreed to this, however, once Atahualpa filled the room with gold and silver, Pizarro charged Atahualpa with many crimes (having too many wives, worshipping false gods, rebellion, etc) and had him executed.  The Spanish king made Pizarro governor of Peru.  Pizarro set up an Emperor who would do what he said.  By defeating the Inca, Spain now ruled most of South America.
Guided Reading Questions:

1) Why didn’t Atahualpa bring weapons and more men to the meeting with Pizarro?

2) What did Pizarro do before he became a soldier?

3) Who did Pizarro follow as a young soldier?

4) Why did Pizarro attack the Inca at the meeting?

5) What reward did the Spanish king give Pizarro?

6) Who was Pizarro good friends with?

7) What did Atahualpa promise in return for freedom?

8) What happened to Balboa?

9) What was Pizarro originally looking for?

10) Did he ever find it?

SS6H1b. Explain the impact  of the Columbian Exchange on Latin America and Europe in terms of the decline of the indigenous population, agricultural change, and the introduction of the horse.
The Columbian Exchange

The Columbian Exchange (also sometimes known as The Great Exchange) has been one of the most significant events in the history of world ecology, agriculture, and culture. The term is used to describe the enormous widespread exchange of plants, animals, foods, human populations (including slaves), communicable diseases, and ideas between the Eastern and Western hemispheres that occurred after 1492. Many new and different goods were exchanged between the two hemispheres of the Earth, and it began a new revolution in the Americas and in Europe. In 1492, Christopher Columbus’ first voyage launched an era of large-scale contact between the Old and the New World that resulted in this ecological revolution: hence the name "Columbian" Exchange.

With the age of exploration, the economies of Europe, Africa, Asia, and America changed.  The continents began trading people, goods, technology, ideas, and diseases in what became know as the Columbian Exchange (named after Christopher Columbus).  
     Goods that went from the America’s to Europe, Asia, and Africa:

           Avocadoes, Beans, Potatoes, Pumpkins, Cassava, Quinine, Cocoa Beans, Squash, Corn, Sweet Potatoes,

           Disease, Peanuts, Tobacco, Tomatoes, Peppers, Pineapples, Turkeys, Vanilla

     Goods that went from Europe, Asia, and Africa to the America’s:
Turnips, Sugarcane, Peaches, Pears, Grapes, Onions, Disease, Olives, Coffee Beans, Citrus Fruits,                               Bananas, Honeybees, Livestock (Cattle, sheep, pigs, horses), Grains ( wheat, rice, barley, oats)

Changes because of the Columbian Exchange:
· Asia- Indian princes and Arab fleets were defeated by Europe’s powerful guns and ships.  European trading posts were set up across Asia.  The East India Company of England and the Dutch East India Company set up empires in India and Indonesia, respectively. In Japan, the feudal lords were defeated by shogun using European weapons.

· Africa- European slave ships brought thousands of African’s to Europe and America as slaves to work the large plantations. 

The Columbian Exchange greatly affected almost every society on earth, bringing destructive diseases that depopulated many cultures, and also circulating a wide variety of new crops and livestock that, in the long term, increased rather than diminished the world human population. Maize and potatoes became very important crops in Eurasia by the 1700s. Peanuts and manioc flourished in tropical Southeast Asian and West African soils that otherwise would not produce large yields or support large populations.
Europeans brought pigs, cows, goats, bees, and horses to the New World.  The horse allowed native people to travel further and faster than ever before.  The allowed for improved hunting and battle.  Because of the horse, indigenous people were able to spread throughout their territory and trade with other tribes.
Before the Columbian Exchange, there were no oranges in Florida, no bananas in Ecuador, no paprika in Hungary, no tomatoes in Italy, no pineapples in Hawaii, no rubber trees in Africa, no cattle in Texas, no burros in Mexico, no chile peppers in Thailand and India, no cigarettes in France and no chocolate in Switzerland. Even the dandelion was brought to America by Europeans for use as an herb.
Guided Reading Questions

1) Who is the Columbian exchange named after?

2) Which continents were involved in the exchange?

3) What, other food was traded?

4) What were the names of the trading posts set up in Asia?

5) What became very important to Eurasia by the 1700’s?

6) What was the dandelion used for?

7) What grains were exchanged?

8) What livestock was exchanged?

9) What else is the Columbian exchange known as?

10) What happened to the economies because of the exchange?

Turn to page 228 in your book and read “The Columbian Exchange” then answer the two questions on page 228
Complete worksheet entitled “Europeans Explore and settle in the Americas” using the world history atlas.

Complete the worksheet entitled “Three worlds meet” using the world history atlas/
Enrichment Activity
Pretend you are a writer covering the defeat of the Aztec or the Inca.  Write a 200 word descriptive narrative explaining the events that occur and what you see.

Graphic Organizer

Make a Venn diagram or a chart comparing and contrasting the Aztec and Inca civilizations.  There should be at least 5 things in each column.
