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SS6CG2 The student will explain the structures of national governments in Latin America and the Caribbean.

Government of the Federative Republic of Brazil

Brazil has a federal government.  Power is divided between the central government and the state and local governments.  Brazil is a presidential democracy.  Its citizens elect the president, and members of congress.  All men and women 16-17 and over 70 are allowed to vote by their choice. If you are 18-70 you are required by law to vote.  Brazil has many political parties that appeal to its citizens.  Brazil enjoys average freedoms compared to other countries in the world.  Personal property is not always protected and court cases are not always fair.
In your book, read “The government” page 237 and answer the following questions:

1) What happened in 1822?

2) Who ruled until 1889?

3) Who ruled after 1889?

4) How many political parties does Brazil have?

5) How many state governments does Brazil have?

Government of the United Mexican States

Mexico has a federal government.  The power is divided between the central government and the state and local governments.  There is a presidential democracy.  The President of Mexico is elected by the people and serves a 6 year term.  The Congress is also elected by the people.  Anyone who is 18 or older has the right to vote.  There are many political parties in Mexico.  The parties attract different people with their different beliefs.  The court system in Mexico is managed by the central government.
In your book, read “Mexico’s Government” page 204 and answer the following questions:

1) Who is the head of the executive branch of government?

2) What is PRI?

3) Who was elected President in 2000?

4) What % of Mexico’s population lives below the poverty line?

5) Name two difficult challenges facing Mexico’s government:

Government of the Republic of Cuba

Cuba has a unitary government.  A strong central government controls the country.  Cuba is a communist dictatorship.  The president is NOT elected by the people, but by the National Assembly of People’s Power.  The people elect the National Assembly of People’s Power, but the candidate’s have to be approved by the Communist party of Cuba.  The Communist party controls the central government and all aspects of smaller units of government.  People in Cuba have very few freedoms.  People aged 16 and older may vote, but they have few choices to vote on.  The communist party is the only party allowed.  Fidel Castro and his brother Raul has been in control of Cuba since 1959.  The government controls all aspects of life in Cuba.  Very few people own personal property.  The government controls almost all businesses, factories, and farms.
Guided Reading questions

1) What type of government does Brazil have?

2) What type of government does Mexico have?

3) What type of government does Cuba have?

4) Who is required to vote in Brazil?

5) Can the President of Mexico be re-elected?
6) What is the best way for a candidate to be elected in Cuba?

A comparison of the National Governments of Brazil, Mexico, and Cuba
	
	Brazil
	Mexico
	Cuba

	Full Name
	Federative Republic of Brazil
	United Mexican States
	Republic of Cuba

	Chief Executive
	President (elected for 4-year term; 2 term limit)
	President (elected to 6-year term; 1 term limit)
	President (unlimited terms); also serves as First Secretary of the Communist party

	Distribution of Power
	Federal
	Federal
	Unitary

	Citizen’s role
	16-17 yr olds and those over 70 may vote; 18-70 yr olds are required to vote
	Must be 18 or older to vote
	Must be 16 or older to vote

	Citizens’ level of personal freedom

(1=most free; 159= least free) World average is 57
	59
	52
	157

	Legislature
	Congress
	Congress
	National Assembly of People’s Power

	Political parties
	Many; people are free to join any they want
	Many; people are free to join any they want
	One; Cuban Communist Party PCC; membership is very restricted


1) Which country has the MOST freedom?

2) Which country has the LEAST freedom?

3) Which country requires most adults to vote?

4) Which two countries have the most similar governments?

5) Which country is most like the United States?

Graphic Organizer

Compare and contrast the government of Brazil, Mexico, or Cuba (choose one) with the country you chose to do your Latin American project on.  You may use the graphic organizer of your choice.

