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SS6G4 The student will describe the cultural characteristics of people who live in Latin America and the Caribbean.

Guided Reading (Describe the results of blending ethnic groups in Latin America and the Caribbean)
     Natives lived in Latin America before the Europeans arrived.  The Aztecs lived in central Mexico, the Incas in Northwestern South America, and the Mayas in southern Mexico and Central America.  Once the Europeans arrived, the natives were enslaved and forced to work in mines, in haciendas, and other menial jobs.  Due to hard work and disease, much of the native population died.  Because of this, the Europeans brought over Africans to work as slaves.

     With Latin America now full of natives, Europeans, and Africans, a social hierarchy began with the Europeans in control and natives and Africans in the role of servants.  Mixing of the races also began leading to the creation of mestizos (European and native mix), mulattos (European and African mix), and criollos (Europeans born in Latin America).  Criollos considered themselves superior to newly arrived Europeans and the newly arrived Europeans considered themselves superior to criollos.  This led to feuds and complications among people of European descent.  Today, it seems that people with European ancestry have better jobs, better education and health care, and make more money.  Native Americans, blacks, and Mestizos have begun to demand equality in their countries.  Equality between the races is improving slowly.  In Bolivia, a Native American was elected President for the first time in 2005.  
     The main religion in Latin America and the Caribbean is Roman Catholic.  Through the years, the Roman Catholic religion has blended with Native American and African practices.  The Mexican festival “Day of the dead” is evidence of this.  This festival coincides with “All Saints day”.  The Day of the Dead blends Native American beliefs about the afterlife with Roman Catholic beliefs.  Santeria is practiced in Cuba.  This religion is based on African tradition.  

Guided Reading Questions

1) What are the three main sources of the cultural groups of Latin America and the Caribbean?

2) Which ethnic background often get the better job and pay?

3) How is the “day of the dead” an example of blended culture?

4) What is one cause for the blending of cultures in Latin America and the Caribbean?
Using the chart on the back of this page entitled “Ethnic in selected Latin American countries”, answer the following questions on ethnic diversity.
1) Which country has the highest percentage of Africans?
2) Which country has the highest percentage of Europeans?

3) Which country has the highest percentage of Indians?

4) Which country has the highest percentage of Mestizos?

5) Which country has the highest percentage of Mulattos?

6) Which country has the highest percentage of other?

7) From what you know about Latin America, what prediction can you make about the ethnic composition of the “other” category?

8) We know prior to 1492, nearly 100% of Latin America’s population was indigenous peoples (Indian).  What happened to these indigenous peoples?

9) Why is it important to know about the ethnic diversity of individual countries and the region as a whole?

10) What generalizations can you make about the population of Latin America?

Guided Reading (Explain why Latin America’ is a region based on the languages of Portuguese and Spanish)

     When Christopher Columbus made his famous voyage in 1492, he was working for the King and Queen of Spain and was trying to find a quick and safe route to China.  By making the “mistake” of getting lost, he discovered two new continents.  Before long, European countries began sending ships to explore these new lands.  

Spain- explored, conquered, and settled areas of Florida, Mexico, Islands of the West Indies, and parts of Central and South America.

Portugal- claimed Brazil which stretched from the Atlantic Ocean across South America to the Andes Mountains. It also covered most of the Amazon River region.

Spain and Portugal spread their religion and custom all over the South American region and developed communities that were similar to their home countries.  Spain and Portugal conquered the Native Americans and used them as slaves.  When the Native Americans were not able to do the work needed, Africans were imported to work in the mines and sugar cane plantations.  Just as the United States fought the British for independence, the countries of South and Central America fought for their independence.  Spain lost Mexico in the early 1800’s and Puerto Rico by 1898.
     French, English, Dutch, and hundreds of native languages are spoken in Central and South America and the Caribbean, however the two main languages spoken are Spanish and Portuguese.  The term Latin America was started in the 1800’s to group the countries that spoke mostly languages based on the ancient Latin language (Spanish and Portuguese).  

Guided Reading questions

1) What are the two primary languages of Latin America?

2) What is the common language that Spanish and Portuguese are based on?

3) Why is Latin America called Latin America?

4) Which countries are part of Latin America?

Using your books country profiles (pages 184-187), shade in the attached political map of Latin America to show what the primary language of each country is (Spanish, Portuguese, English).  Countries whose primary language is Spanish should be shaded GREEN, countries whose primary language is Portuguese should be shaded BLUE, and countries whose primary language is English should be shaded RED.  Please use crayons or color pencils.
Guided Reading (How the literacy rate affects the standard of living)

     To be literate mean you can read and write.  It is very important for someone to be literate in order to get a good job and be successful at work.  89% of the people of Latin America are literate.  Latin America has really worked on improving its literacy rate.  Traditionally, the lower the literacy rate, the lower the standard of living (the economic level achieved by a person).  

     In many cultures, it is felt it is more important for a boy to get a better education than a girl.  This is true in Latin America.  12% of girls are illiterate while only 9% of boys are illiterate.  In some countries of Latin America the gap is even larger, while in others it is equal.  The goal of the governments of Latin America is to have 100% of its population be literate.  Many countries are assisted in this endeavor by missionaries and other aid groups.  One of the reasons literacy is so low in poor areas is the people can’t afford to pay for teachers and schools.  Without being able to read and write, these people are stuck in low paying jobs.  Countries with large numbers of illiterate people have a cycle of poverty they can’t get out of.  Because they can’t get jobs that pay enough, they can’t afford to build and operate modern industries.  The standard of living remains low because the level of education remains low.
Guided reading questions

1) What does it mean to be “literate”?

2) How is the standard of living effected by literacy rate?

3) Why do some countries think it is important for boys to be more educated than girls?

4) What kind of job does an illiterate person get?

