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SS6CG4 The Student will compare and contrast various forms of government

	a. Describe the ways government systems distribute power: unitary, confederation, and federal.

Each country must decide how to set up its government.  They must decide how to distribute power and how to organize the government.  Some countries choose to spread out the power to lower levels of government while others choose to have one central government.  Governments choose to be unitary, confederation, or federal.

· Unitary- the central government has all the power.  A constitution outlines the duties, powers, and people of the central government. The government can give power to or create lower levels of government, like states or communities. This power can be taken back by the government at any time.  France has a unitary form of government.

· Confederation- a group of states or communities that come together to support each other and to work on common problems.  In a confederation, participants are voluntary, equal members.  They can not take action without first consulting each other.  Confederations are the first step toward a more powerful government.  Great Britain is an example of a confederation.  When the British Empire broke up, the former colonies formed the British Commonwealth.  This became the Commonwealth of Nations and is used to help the former colonies work together on issues.  Membership is voluntary and members are not forced to do things they do not want to do.  
· Federal- all Federal systems have a constitution which explains the rights, responsibilities, and duties of the central government and the states.  Power is divided between the central government and the lower levels of government.  The United States is an example of a Federal government.  In Europe, Germany has a federal government.  Germany is divided into 16 federal states.  The Basic Law is the document that divides and explains the powers of the central government and of the state governments.

Questions

1) Describe a confederation.

2) Name a country with a Federal government.

3) Why is the British Commonwealth considered a confederation?

4) How many states does Germany have?

5) What is The Basic Law?

6) How was the British Commonwealth formed?

7) Who makes up the British Commonwealth?

b. Explain how governments determine citizen participation: autocratic,                oligarchic, and democratic.

Type of rule

Who holds the power

Who can be elected

Who can vote

Autocratic

(Czarist Russia was autocratic)

Single ruler
Unlimited power for the ruler
No one- citizens have no choice in the ruler
No citizen participation- no elections are held
Oligarchic
(Many medieval governments were oligarchic)

Small group of people
Group answers only to each other
No one outside the ruling group- the rulers are selected by the group
No citizen participation- leaders are chosen from with the ruling group and by the group
Democratic
( France is an example of a European democratic country)

Citizens of the country
The voters
Any citizen
Any citizen
      Questions

1) In which government do the citizens have no voting rights?

2) In an autocracy, who has the power of the government?

3) How do autocratic rulers come to power?

4) In which type of government do a small number of people govern?

c. Describe the two predominate forms of democratic government: parliamentary and presidential.
In Europe, there are two kinds of democratic governments: Parliamentary system and Presidential government.  
Parliamentary system

Both

Presidential system

-Prime Minister-leader; heads parliament, the lawmaking body

-Parliament selects Prime Minister

-Prime Minister can dissolve parliament

-MP’s can vote to elect a new Prime Minister

-May have a King or Queen
-Citizens elect lawmakers

-Leader heads the military and runs the government
-Legislature is lawmaking body

-President is leader

-President is elected

- Legislature and President serve a fixed amount of time

- President does not make laws

- President is head of state and Chief executive



SS6CG5 The student will explain the structure of modern European governments
Parliamentary System of the United Kingdom
Parliament is the lawmaking body of the United Kingdom.  Within the parliament, there is a House of Lords and a House of Commons.  The monarch of the United Kingdom is a part of parliament also.  In past history, seats in the House of Lords were passed down through the generations by aristocratic and noble families.  Today, a seat in the House of Lords is elected or appointed by the monarch.   The House of Lords has very little power, though they do make suggestions on improvements before a bill becomes law.  The House of Commons is an elected position.  Just like the House of Representatives in the United States, each member of the House of Commons represents an area or district and is elected in a general election.  There are a total of 646 members of the House of Commons: 529 from England, 40 from Wales, 59 from Scotland, and 18 from Northern Ireland.  Having control of the budget is the power in the House of Commons.  After each election, the leader of the party with the most members is asked by the monarch to become Prime Minister.  The Prime Minister is much like the President of the United States- he is head of government, chief executive, and runs the country on a day-to-day basis.  The monarch is the head of state and is a symbol of the country.  The monarch is often called “the crown”.  The monarch has ceremonial duties and their role is restricted by the constitution.  Though the monarch has no real power, they do have tremendous influence over what goes on in the country.  Like the United States, citizens of the United Kingdom have personal freedoms that include being treated equally, having the right to worship as they please, the freedom of speech, the right to a fair trial, the right to own property, and the right to security.
Questions

1) Who has more power: the House of Lords or the House of Commons?

2) The Prime Minister comes from which house: Lords or Commons?

3) Parliament is equal to what in the United States?

Federal System of Germany
In Germany, parliament has two houses: Bundestag and Bundesrat.  The lower house, the Bundestag, is the most powerful.  Its members are elected from the states in Germany.  The chief executive of Germany’s government and head of military is the Chancellor.  The chancellor is chosen from the Bundestag.  The head of state is called President.  His role is mainly ceremonial and symbolic.  The governments of each state select the members of the Bundesrat.  The numbers of each state are based on the population of the state.  The Bundesrat is mainly concerned with laws that affect the state, such as educational laws and local government issues.  The constitution of Germany is called the Basic Law.  Germany is a representative democracy that operates under the Federal system.  The states and central government have equal power.  The people of Germany have freedom of religion, the press, protection of family, and expression.  They have equal rights in the law.  Germany is considered a welfare state that takes care of the unemployed, poor, disabled, old, and sick.
1) Which house is most similar to the U.S. House of Representatives?

2) Who selects the Bundestag?

3) What does a welfare state provide?

Federation System of the Russian Federation
The Russian Federation is governed by a constitution.  The President is the head of state and is elected by the people.  The President in turn, selects the Prime Minister.  The President can disband the legislature, or Federal Assembly.  The Federal Assembly is divided into the Federation Council and the State Duma.  
Federation Council: 

-Two representatives from each state

-The states appoint the council members

-Approves the Presidents choices of people to fill different government jobs

State Duma:

-Has 450 members

-Elected by the people

-Controls the budget and makes laws

-Approves Presidents choice for Prime Minister

The Constitution of Russia guarantee’s human and civil rights for its citizen’s.  All citizens are equal.

Questions

1) Who elects the President?

2) Who selects the Prime Minister?

3) Who is Russia’s head of state?

b. The purpose of the European Union and the relationship between member nations.
The European Union (EU) is made up of 27 individual countries.  They work together for things they would not be able to accomplish alone.  As allies, they are able to be more powerful on the world stage.
Comparing the European Union and the United States

	
	European Union
	United States

	Land area (approx. sq. miles)
	1,500,000
	3,700,000

	Population (approximate)
	500,000,000
	305,000,000

	Gross Domestic Product (total)
	$14 trillion
	$13.5 trillion

	Gross Domestic Product per capita (person)
	$28,213
	$43,444


The European Union (EU) created the Euro- the currency of the European Union.  Members of the European Union can choose to use the Euro or not.  Using the Euro makes it easier to buy and sell in different countries.  Currently 12 countries do not use the Euro.  The European Union works to improve trade, education, farming, and industry for its members.  There are no tariffs between countries in the European Union.   This is a large free-trade zone.  Citizens of one country can travel freely from one country to another.  They can live and work in any country that is a member of the EU.
Questions
1) Why was the EU created?

2) What is the currency of the EU?

3) What is a “free-trade zone”?

