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CANADA (page 7)

SS6CG3- The student will explain the structure of the national government in Canada.

Journal prompt- What do you like best about the government of the United States?

Guided Reading (Canada’s government)

     Canada has a Federal government.  There is a central government in Ottawa, with ten provincial and three territorial governments.  Canada has very close ties to Great Britain in that the monarch of Great Britain is the head of state of Canada.  With that in mind, Canada is also a constitutional monarchy (a government ruled by elected officials with a monarch as its ceremonial figurehead with limited powers).

     Like the United States, Canada has three branches of government: Executive Branch, Legislative Branch, and Judicial Branch.  There is also a branch called The Crown

· Executive Branch- made up of the Prime Minister, his cabinet (made up of elected legislators of the ruling or majority party, and all people employed by Public Service departments.  The Prime Minister (PM) is the head of both the Executive and legislative branch.  There is no separation of power between legislative and Executive branches.

· Legislative Branch- The legislative branch consists of the House of Commons (elected by the people, much like the U.S. House of Representatives) and the Senate (appointed by the Prime Minister…position held for life).  The legislative branch reviews, debates, examines and amends proposed legislation and creates laws.
· Judicial Branch- The Judicial branch interprets laws based on the Constitution and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  It is made up of the Supreme Court, Superior, district, and county courts.

· The Crown- The British Crown has ceremonial obligations over every branch.  The British monarch appoints a Governor-General that is recommended by the Prime Minister.  The Monarch also appoints lieutenant governors for each province.  The Governor-General is the Monarchs representative in Canada. He has no real power, however, he does sign all bills passed by parliament, approves P.M. appointments, and does numerous ceremonial duties.
     The constitution (called the Constitution of 1982) outlines the government of Canada.  Legislators are able to make changes to the constitution.  The Constitution of 1982 is not a complete outline of the structure of the government and the rights of citizenry.

     Like the United States, Canada has what is known as “checks and balances”.  Each branch “checks” on what the other is doing.  This way, no one has too much power and everything can be “balanced” out.
     The process of a bill becoming law is much like it is in the United States.  One difference is that all bills go through the cabinet and it committee’s before it is introduced to Parliament.  The Governor General approves bills, but has no veto power.

     In Canada, elections are held every 5 years unless the Governor General calls for an election earlier.  This is done when a ruling party “falls” (the ruling party is defeated over a major issue involving money).  In an election, once the Governor General calls for an election, there are only 36 days of campaigning.  Only people running for the house of commons are elected.  The candidate with the most popular vote in his district is elected.  The party with the most elected members becomes the ruling party and the Prime Minister is chosen from that.  Members of the House are elected until the next election is called.  Members of the Senate are appointed for life and not elected.
Guided Reading Questions

1) Canada’s structure of government is very similar to what other country?

2) What type of system does Canada have?

3) Where is the central government located?

4) Who is the Head of State?

5) How many branches of government are there?

6) What is “The Crown” and who does it represent?

7) What is Canada’s constitution called?

8) What is checks and balances?

9) How does a bill become law/

10) Who approves bills, but has no veto power?

11) How often are elections held?

12) Who calls for elections?

13) What are two ways an election can be called?

14) How many days can someone campaign?

15) Who is the ruling party?
16) How is the Prime Minister chosen?

17) How long do members of the House serve?

18) How long do members of the Senate serve?
Graphic Organizer

Compare and Contrast the governments of the United States, Canada, and Great Britain.  Include AT LEAST 5 things for each government.

