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CANADA (page 6)

SS6H4 Students will describe the impact of European contact on Canada.

Vocabulary

Culture-

Culturally Diverse-

Cultural Exchange-

Cultural Diffusion-

Guided Reading (Culture)
     The first European colonists were French and British.  Although they lived side by side, they kept their cultures separate.  English speaking Canadians settled all over Canada, whereas French speaking Canadians settled mainly in the Quebec area.  English speaking Canadians are mostly Protestant and French Speaking Canadians are Catholic.  
     When Canada gained it independence from Great Britain, the French Canadians wanted Canada to have two official languages: French and English.  The English speaking legislature agreed to this.  Although the French speaking Canadians are but a small part of the population, they work hard to keep their traditions and culture alive.  Today, language and religion are the two main cultural differences between the two groups of people.  All other aspects of culture: clothes, food, and sports are the same.  Today, the most popular sport in Canada is Ice Hockey.  

     Many immigrants have come to Canada in hopes of a better life.  People from all the continents have come and brought their own culture and traditions.  There is a huge Asian population now in Canada.  Canada also has a very high literacy rate.
     There are three main native groups in Canada: the First Nations, the Métis, and the Inuit.  These three groups make up about 5% of Canada’s population.  These three groups of people lost most of their lands and people (through disease) when the European settlers first arrived.  The First Nations are the native peoples who came from Asia about 12,000 years ago.  The Métis are the descendants of marriages between French settlers and the First Nations.  They mainly live in Manitoba, have their own languages and is Roman Catholic.  They have been able to keep their traditional lifestyle in a modern Canada.  The Inuit live in the Arctic Circle.  They have lived in this cold, harsh environment for thousands of years.  They live in igloos, and hunt arctic animals (walruses and caribou).  Because of their way of life dying out, Canada created a new territory called Nunavut that is theirs to govern. 

Guided Reading Questions
1) Where were the first Canadian colonists from?

2) Where is French Canadian culture based?

3) Where is English Canadian culture based?

4) Which religion do French Canadians have?

5) Which religion do English Canadians have?

6) What is the official language of Canada?

7) Today, what is the main cultural difference between French and English speaking Canadians?

8) What is the most popular sport in Canada?

9) Is the literacy rate good or bad in Canada?

10) What are the three groups of native people?

11) Who are the Métis descended from?

12) What religion is the Métis?

13) Where did the First Nations come from?

14) What % of people in Canada are native people?

15) Where do the Inuit people live?

16) What do the Inuit live in?

17) What do they hunt?

18) What is the name of the territory created for the Inuit?

Enrichment Activity
Pretend you are a news reporter.  You have the chance to interview someone from the First Nations, the Métis, or the Inuit.  Which group of people would you choose?  Then come up with 10 in-depth questions you would ask them!
