 Name__________________________Period_____

CANADA (page 5)

SS6H5 The student will analyze important contemporary issues in Canada.
Journal Prompt Why are you proud to be an American or live in America?
Guided Reading (20th century issues)
     When Canada became a confederation in 1867, there were only 4 provinces.  The leaders of Canada wanted Canada to go from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean.  In an attempt to extend Canada’s borders, the leaders of the confederation got together and purchased land from the Hudson’s Bay Company.  This became a problem because of the native peoples living on the newly acquired land.  The native people finally agreed to live on reservations and eventually a railroad was built on the land purchased from Hudson’s Bay Company.  This railroad was called the transcontinental railroad and increased a sense of Canadian nationalism in the Canadian people.  For the first time, the people felt like they belonged to a country instead of a city or province.
     By the time WWI began, Canada still had very close ties with Great Britain.  Canada sent troops and supplies to Europe to help the British and French fight the Germans.  Throughout the war, Canada sent troops and supplies to help the allies.  This changed the way the world viewed Canada.  Many thousands of Canadians were killed or injured in WWI, however, because of the war, Canada proved it wasn’t still just a colony of Britain, but a confederation that could compete with world powers.  Canadian nationalism soared by the end of WWI.

     French Canadians disagreed with Canada’s involvement in WWI.  They had lived in Canada for hundreds of years (mostly in Quebec) and had a different culture than the English speaking Canadians.  The Catholic church was very important to French Canadians and helped them keep their traditional lifestyle.  Most French Canadians thought of themselves as French and not Canadian.  As a result of WWI, many people who lived in Quebec felt it should become its own country.  By the 1960’s, a Quebec nationalist movement began.  Due to the growth of the cities, the villages were dying out.  As more and more farmers moved to the cities, the church became less important (therefore the traditional culture became less important).  In the cities, English was the spoken language.  French Canadians began to feel threatened that they were losing their language and culture.  They began to think that Quebec should secede from Canada and form their own country.  A vote was taken in 1980 and 1995 and both times it was decided to stay a part of Canada.  In 1995, the vote was very close…49.4% voted to secede and 50.6% voted to stay Canadian.
Guided Reading Questions
1) How many provinces were there in 1867?

2) Who did Canada buy land from to increase its borders?

3) What was the problem with buying the land?

4) What was the railroad called?

5) During WWI, who did Canada fight for?

6) What was a result of Canada fighting in WWI?

7) Did French Canadians want to fight in WWI?

8) Why did French Canadians think Quebec should be a separate country?

9) What were people thinking by the 1960”s?

10) What was happening in the cities?

11) Because of this, what was happening to the farmers?

12) When people began moving to the cities, what did they stop doing?

13) Which language was spoken in the cities?
14) What did French Canadians think would happen to their language and culture?

15) What did they want Quebec to do?

16) What happened in 1980 and 1995?

17) Was it successful?

Short Essay

In the space provided below and on the back, tell why you feel Quebec is still a part of Canada.  Write reasons some people think it should be its own country (at least 5 reasons).  Then, write reasons people feel it should stay a part of Canada (at least 5 reasons).
