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Canada (page 4)

SS6H4 The student will describe the impact of European contact on Canada.
Journal prompt- (50 words)- What would you have liked best about living in Canada in the 1700’s?

Guided Reading (Canadian Independence)
     When the American Revolution broke out in 1776, many “loyalists” (colonists dedicated to the crown) left the colonies and settled in Nova Scotia.  Eventually, they grew dissatisfied with the local government and wanted to settle along the St. James River so the British government created a province called New Brunswick in 1784.  
     Many other colonists settled in Quebec.  Because of the influx of British colonists, the French culture of Quebec began to change.  In 1774 the British passed the Quebec Law which allowed French Canadians to continue practicing the Catholic religion (remember, Great Britain’s religion is Church of England) and allowed French civil law.  Because of differences in religion and law, Canada was eventually divided into British Upper Canada and French Lower Canada.  

      The War of 1812 brought unity to the British and French Canadians.  They were united in their fight against the U.S.  Neither the Canadians nor the U.S. won this war and it resulted in more defined borders for Canada.

     In 1837, the Canadians began to rebel against the British, but the rebellion was squashed very early on.  Because of the rebellion, the British realized the need to unify the Canadian provinces (due to economic need).  In 1841, Upper and Lower Canada united in the Province of Canada.  

     In October 1864, a general federation union was created whereby a “confederation” of provinces was established.  Great Britain was excited this was established since it no longer made them responsible for Canada’s protection.  In the British North America act, the Canadian colonies formed four provinces governed by a constitution.

     Trade was set up between the provinces which improved the economy.  Soon they were able to build a railroad across the country which went from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean.

Guided Reading Questions
1) Where did the loyalists go when the American Revolution broke out?

2) Which river did they want to settle at?
3) Why did they want a new province?

4) Why was New Brunswick created and in which year?

5) Where else did loyalists move?

6) What was the Quebec act?

7) What was Canada divided into?

8) Who was the War of 1812 between?

9) Who won the war?

10) What did the War of 1812 do for Canadian nationalism?

11) What happened in 1837?

12) What happened in 1841?

13) What happened in 1864?

14) What happened as a result of the British North American Act?

15) What happened with trade?

16) Where did the railroad go?

Enrichment Activity
Do the attached worksheet entitled, “Changing Canada’s map”.
