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Canada (page 3)

SS6H4 The student will describe the impact of European contact on Canada.
Journal Prompt- Why would a country want to have colonies?
Guided Reading (Colonies)
     The native people of Canada are descendants of people who came from Asia over 12,000 years ago.  They migrated across the Bering Land Bridge (a strip of land that connected Siberia with Alaska).  The native people divided into 12 major language tribes.  Each tribe had its own political and social structure.  One of the tribes is known as the Inuit.
     The Scandinavian Norsemen was the first explorers to settle in Canada.  They built a primitive town on the Northeast coast around 1,000 CE.  The Norse began trading with the Inuit’s.  For reasons unknown the Norsemen abruptly left the Canadian settlement and no other Europeans came to Canada until 1497 when John Cabot explored the east coast.

     In 1534, French explorer Jacques Cartier explored up the St. Lawrence River and claimed the land for France and renamed it “New France”.  

     In the 1600’s, Samuel de Champlain built a settlement in Quebec for farming, however, it was not successful.  Many people began trapping furs inland due to the European demand for fur.  

      Trading villages began springing up along the St. Lawrence River.  French laws, traditions, and religion were developed there.  The King of France sent a governor to “New France” in the late 1600’s.  This governor and a Catholic Bishop ruled the colony.

      The British, who had control of what is today New York State, wanted control of the fur industry.  The eventually went to war in what is known as the French and Indian War.  This war lasted nine years and ended in 1763 with the French defeat.  The Treaty of Paris was signed in 1763 giving Britain all land east of the Mississippi River.  The British changed the name of New France to Quebec.  Although controlled by the British it remained culturally French until the American Revolution.  American’s who did not agree with the revolution moved the Nova Scotia and Quebec and English began to be spoken more.  
     In 1670, the British government established the Hudson’s Bay Company with three objectives in mind: 1) find a western passage to the Pacific, 2) acquire land around the Hudson Bay, and 3) regulate and control the fur trade.  In 1793, fur trader Alexander Mackenzie reached the Pacific Ocean.
Guided Reading Questions
1) Where did the first Canadian people come from?
2) Who are the Inuit?

3) Where did the first European explorers come from?

4) Where did they settle?
5) Why did they leave?

6) Who arrived in 1497?

7) Who is Jacques Cartier?

8) Where and when did he sail?

9) Who built the first permanent settlement in Canada?

10) Why did people leave the settlement?

11) Who ruled the colony?

12) Which war lasted nine years?
13) Who won the war?

14) When was the treaty of Paris signed?

15) Why did Quebec remain culturally French?

16) Which war changed Quebec’s culture?

17) What was the Hudson’s Bay Company?

18) What were its objectives?

19) Who was Alexander MacKenzie?

20) What happened in 1793?

Enrichment Activity

In the space provided below and on the back, write a descriptive narrative about what it would have been like if you were one of the French fur traders or early settlers in Canada.
