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CANADA page 2
SS6G6 The student will explain the impact of location, climate, physical characteristics, natural resources, and population size on Canada.

Vocabulary

Natural Resources-

Exporters-

Populous-

Cargo-

Petroleum-

Guided Reading (Canadian features)

     Canada is the second largest landmass in the world.  It stretches from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean and is bordered by the Arctic Ocean to the north and the United States to its south.   There are over 30 million people who live in Canada.  A majority of the people live in the four major cities: Toronto, Ontario; Montreal, Quebec; Vancouver, British Columbia; and Ottawa, Ontario.  

     Canada has many different types of physical features.  Mountains, prairies, islands, tundra, lakes, and rivers make up the landscape of Canada.  There are many natural resources found in these features.  Because Canada is very rich in minerals, it is one of the largest mineral exporters in the world.  
     Forests cover about a third of Canada.  The forests provide exports for Canada through lumber, pulp, and paper.  Canada also has large fisheries (areas of water used to catch fish).  Canada also provides hydroelectric power through its many rivers and lakes.  The fertile farmland is also very important to Canada’s economy.

     Canada has five geographic areas: Atlantic Canada, Eastern Canada, the Prairies, the Rocky Mountains, and the Pacific Coast.  
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island make up Atlantic Canada.  This area is also called the Maritime Provinces.  This region is made up of Islands, Peninsulas, and forests.  Fishing is the biggest industry in Atlantic Canada. 
     Eastern Canada is made up of Quebec and Ontario.  This region also has the Great Lakes, the St. Lawrence River, and the Hudson Bay.  Most of Canada’s population lives in Eastern Canada.  
     The Prairie Provinces are made up of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and eastern Alberta.  Most of Canada’s agriculture occurs in this region due to the flat, fertile soil.  Farmers mainly grow grains in this region.  Alberta produces large amounts of petroleum, making it Canada’s biggest oil producer.

     Western Alberta and Eastern British Columbia make up Rocky Mountain Canada.  The Rocky Mountains are hundreds of miles wide and mining is the biggest industry in this region.

     The Pacific coast region of Canada is made up of Western British Columbia.  Canada’s third largest city, Vancouver, is found there.  The Pacific coast region has mountains, forests, and islands.  Timber, fishing, and mining are important industries in this region.  Fishing Industry was once a large industry, but has declined in recent years.

     There is another large region known as the Arctic region.  This region is made up of the Klondike, Northwest Territories, and Nunavut.  This area is mainly made up of Inuit people.  The land here is tundra and is frozen all year.  Most of the Arctic region is made up of the Canadian Shield which contains many valuable minerals, including diamonds.  Mining is the biggest industry in this region.
     The St. Lawrence Seaway is a canal that connects the Great Lakes with the St. Lawrence River.  Trade occurs up and down this canal daily.  Industry has prospered due to this canal system.

Guided Reading Questions
1) What is to the south of Canada?
2)  How many people live in Canada?
3) Where do most Canadians live?

4) What are the physical features of Canada?

5) How much of Canada is covered in forests?

6) What are fisheries?

7) How many geographical regions are there?

8) Which region is Nova Scotia in?

9) Which region is Newfoundland in?

10) Which region is Prince Edward Island in?

11) Which region is British Columbia in?

12) Which region is Alberta in?

13) In which region can you find petroleum?

14) Where is most of the land tundra?

15) What is found in the Canadian Shield?

16) What does the St. Lawrence Seaway connect?
