Australian Fast Facts
· Australia is made up of 7 provinces

· New Zealand is divided into North Island and South Island

· Oceania is made up of three regions: Micronesia, Melanesia and Polenesia

· Australia started out as a British penal colony- or colony where Britain sent prisoners.

· The indigenous people of Australia are the Aborigenes.
· The aborigenes believe in Dreamtime-which to them was the creation of the world of all land and life.

· The indigenous people of New Zealand are known as the Maori

· The Outback covers most of Australia’s geography.  It is a huge central plain that is desert and dry grasslands.

· The Great Barrier Reef is off of the east cost of Australia and is the largest reef in the world.  The reef consists of coral- a rocklike material made up of skeletons of tiny sea creatures.

· Australia is home to a large number of animals that are not found any where else in the world.

· Marsupials are found in Australia, this is an animal that carries its young in a pouch.

