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SS6H9 The student will explain the impact European exploration and colonization had on Australia

Pre Lesson Question- What makes people think they have the right to come to a new place and assert their rules and traditions?
b. Explain the impact of European Colonization of Australia in terms of diseases and weapons on the indigenous peoples of Australia.

British Settlers, upon arrival in Australia, began taking over the good sources of water, fisheries, and productive land.  Aboriginal land was made into colonies, towns, villages, farms and mining operations.  Although most Aborigines tried to protect their land, some thought the settlers were “spirits of the dead”, while others welcomed the white settler.  
The white settler exposed Aborigines to diseases, causing the deaths of millions of aborigines.  They had no immunities built up from the white mans diseases.  Smallpox quickly spread killing thousands.  It is estimated that over half the indigenous population died of diseases brought by the Europeans.  The Europeans wanted the land the aborigines were living on to graze cattle and sheep.  Because these animals needed water and large areas to graze, the land chosen was land belonging to the Aborigines.  A war began between the two groups of people.  The Europeans had more weapons and soldiers so they were able to defeat the Aborigines.  The gold rush in the 1850’s brought even more Europeans to Australia.  This caused more conflicts between the two groups of people, resulting in the killing of hundreds of aborigines.  The Aborigines fought back against the Europeans, but they were not able to defeat them.  Most Aborigines were forced to live on reservations in the interior of Australia.  The only group of Aborigines who were left alone was the ones who lived in the desert.  By the late 19th century, the British had conquered most Aborigines who fought against them.  In 1901, the British established the country of Australia.  Laws were made limiting where the Aborigines could live and work.  Children of European and Aborigine parents were taken from their homes and raised in white families.  They soon forgot their Aboriginal culture.  The British wanted to end the Aboriginal culture through their laws.  In the 1960’s, laws were changed in favor of the Aborigine people.  

1) What was the great threat to the Aborigines after the Europeans arrived?

2) What event in the mid 1800’s led to the killing of Aborigines?

3) Where did the Aborigines go when colonies and cities were built?

4) Why did smallpox kill so many Aborigine?

5) What happened in the 1960’s?

6) What happened to children of mixed race?

7) Who were the “spirits of  the dead”?

