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SS6H9a The student will explain the impact European exploration and colonization had on Australia 
Journal Prompt (5min): 50 WORD RESPONSE…As a settler in Australia, what would amaze you the most? 
a. Explain the reasons for British colonization of Australia; include the use of prisoners as colonists.

Guided Reading (Australian Colonization)
The first Europeans to discover Australia arrived in 1606.  From that time until 1770 (164 years), Spanish and British ships sailed the coast of Australia.  In 1770, English Captain James Cook landed in Australia at Botany Bay (near present day Sydney) and explored the continent.  He named the area New South Wales.  English sailors began mapping the coasts of Australia and Tasmania.  Despite the aborigines living there, Captain Cook claimed the east coast for Great Britain.  In 1788, more Europeans came to Australia.  They settled in present day Sydney.  After the American Revolution, Great Britain needed a place to put its convicts.  They decided to use Australia because it was large, had few indigenous people, and was away from everything.  From 1788-1823, New South Wales was officially a penal colony of Great Britain and was used as a penal colony for criminals, marines and marine’s wives.  About 20% of the criminals brought to Australia were women.  By 1852, over 150,000 criminals had been sent to Australia.  It was also in 1852 that the British government decided to end the penal colony in Australia.  More and more European colonists came to Australia to farm and mine.  Great Britain saw that Australia was a great location for a navy base in the South Pacific.  It would be a place to make repairs and get supplies.  There were opportunities for trade with Asia, Australia and the Americas.  The British government did not want France to get land in Australia.  With time, due to nonprisoner colonization seven independent colonies were formed.  By 1861, official created the borders between the colonies that exist today.  On January 1, 1901, the commonwealth of Australia was established.  Melbourne served as the capital until Canberra was completed in 1927.
Guided Reading questions

1) Who were the first European’s to discover Australia?

2) Who arrived in 1770?

3) What did Captain Cook claim for Great Britain?

4) Where was the first European settlement in Australia?

5) What did the British use Australia as?

6) By 1852, how many convicts were sent to Australia?

7) What kind of work did European colonists do?

8) Where did the Europeans want to live?
9) What happened in 1901?

10) Where was the first capital of Australia?

Graphic Organizer (10min):

	What I KNOW about the culture of Australia.
Five Sentences
	What I WANT TO know about the cultures of Australia.
Five Sentences
	How I PLAN ON LEARNING about the cultures of Australia.
Three Sentences
	What I HAVE learned about the cultures of Australia.


	
	
	
	


