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SS6H8 The student will describe the culture and development of Australia prior to contact with Europeans

Pre Lesson Question-Why are the Aborigine people so different from other people?

a. Describe the origins and culture of the Aborigines

Guided Reading (Aborigines)
     The Sahul was a huge land mass formed over 60,000 years ago that made up present day Australia, New Guinea, ad Tasmania.  Because much of the water was frozen in glaciers, the land that was under water was eventually exposed.  Australia, New Guinea, and Tasmania all formed a huge land mass.  During this time, people came to this land mass from Southeast Asia.  The exact time is not known.  Using boats, they travelled around from island to island.  10,000 years ago, the Ice age ended and glaciers began to melt.  Once the glaciers began to melt and the sea level rose, some of the land went under water and the three islands were distinctly formed.  Because the water isolated the three islands, the people on these islands were cut off from each other and had no contact with the rest of the world for thousands of years.  It is believed that the aborigines lived in Australia for at least 40,000 years before the Europeans came. 
     The word “Aborigine” means “the people who were here from the beginning.”  The Australian Aborigines were the first people to live in Australia.  They mainly lived on the coast, though some lived in the inner desert.  The aborigines lived in small groups who stayed in the same area for many generations.  The members of each small group were equal (no leaders).  At one time there were more than 500 small groups with over 200 languages.  
     The aborigines were hunter-gatherers.  They lived wherever there was food (and ate whatever was available).  The aborigines lived off the natural habitat (they didn’t grow their own food).  The aborigines developed efficient ways to adapt to the harsh Australian environment.  Their way of life was slow to change.  They built cotainers to store water and built wells to connect with underground water.  They were nomadic, moving from place to place.  They learned how to trade with each other and how to trade with different groups.  By the use of trade, they were able to keep their culture similar with other groups. 

     The religion of the aborigine was divided into two “moieties”.  The moiety system divided all the members of a tribe into tow groups based on a connection with totems.  The totems were certain animals, plants, or other things in the environment.  A person was born into a moiety and stayed there their entire life.  A person of one moiety had to marry a person of an opposite moiety.  The Dreaming was a form of religion for the aborigines.  The Dreaming was what they called the beginning of life on earth.  Spirits shaped the land and made animals and people during the Dreaming.  After the land and animals were made, the spirits left but some lived on in objects.  The aborigines believe the earth is a link to the spiritual world.  They also believe land is sacred.

     The traditional social structure of the aborigines consisted of a tribe or “language group” of as many as 500 people.  A tribe included bands, called hordes, of 10-20 people.  Hordes joined in for the daily food gathering and hunting.

Guided reading questions

1) What is the Sahul?

2) When did the first people arrive in Australia?

3) Where did the first people come from?

4) What happened to the Sahul?

5) What are the first people in Australia called?

6) What kind of groups did the aborigines live in?

7) The aborigines were hunter-gatherers.  What does this mean?

8) Why was trade important?

9) What was the dreaming and what did it mean to the aborigines?

10) What was sacred to the aborigines?

Graphic Organizer (10min): Complete the “Four W” chart with 20-word responses.  
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