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SS6G14 The student will describe the cultural characteristics of people who live in Australia.

a. Explain the impact of English colonization on the language and religion of Australia

Language of Australia
In 1768, Captain James Cook of England began exploring and mapping the eastern coast of Australia.  He claimed the land for England and named if New South Wales.  In 1788, England sent a crew to Australia to begin building prisons to house convicts. Prior to 1776, England sent convicts to the American colonies, however, after the American Revolution this was not an option.  From 1788-1823, New South Wales was a penal colony in Australia.  In 1823, England established a parliament in Australia.  The parliament established criminal and civil courts.  By 1868, over 170,000 convicts had been sent to Australia by the English.  These prisoners, their guards, the court system, and most businessmen in Australia spoke English.  When the English found out the French were interested in the western parts of Australia, they began building villages and forts on the western coasts.  This spread English to the western side.  The gold rush of the mid nineteenth century caused thousands of to immigrate from England and Ireland.  Thousands of Chinese immigrated also, however, Chinese did not become an important language due to the abundance of English speakers already there. When Australia gained it independence from Great Britain, the Australian government wanted to limit the number of immigrants coming into Australia.  They continued to allow people from England or the United States, but greatly limited the number of Africans and Asians.  This insured that English would remain the official language.  
Religion in Australia

Europeans brought Christianity to Australia in 1788.  Roman Catholicism was brought by the Irish immigrants whereas other English convicts were Anglican and Methodists.  By the 1800’s the main denominations were Church of England (Anglican), Methodists, Catholic, Presbyterian, Congregationalist, and Baptist.  In today’s society, most Australians consider themselves Christian.  Less than 5% of the population consider themselves Muslim, Buddhist, Jewish, and Hindu.
Guided Reading Questions

1) What religion did the Irish prisoners bring to Australia?

2) Why did the Australian government restrict immigration after it became independent from Great Britain in 1901?

3) What did Captain James Cook name the first colony of Australia?

4) What language did the first European settlers speak in Australia?

5) What religions are found in Australia?

b. Evaluate how the literacy rate affects the standard of living in Australia.

Literacy rate is the percentage of a population’s adult that can read and write.  Australia’s literacy rate is very high…about 99% of adult Australians are considered literate.  Having a high literacy rate is good for a country.  The better educated someone is, the better jobs to be found.  When parents are able to read, their children are able to read.  If parents are illiterate, then chances are the children will not be able to read and write.  When adults cannot read or write, they have to take lower-paying jobs.  Countries with high literacy rates are often wealthier countries.  People with better paying jobs live in better homes, have better clothes, better food, and better health care.  The standard of living measures how well off people are in a country.  Standard of living includes housing, food, health care, educational opportunities, and income.  In Australia both the literacy rate and the standard of living are very high.  The standard of living is one of the highest in the world.  Aborigines are the exception.  The life expectancy of an aborigine is much lower than a white person.  Life expectancy is the number of years a person can expect to live in a country.  Aborigines make less money and have worse health care.
1) What happens in a country if you have a low literacy rate?

2) What percent of Australians are literate?

3) What kind of standard of living does Australia have?

4) What is life expectancy?

5) What is life like for the Aborigine?

