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SS6G13- The student will explain the impact of location, climate, distribution of natural resources, and population distribution on Australia.

a. Describe how Australia’s location, climate, and natural resources have affected where people live.
Guided Reading (location, climate, and natural resources)

     Australia is a small continent and country surrounded by the Indian, Pacific, and Southern Oceans.  It lies 2,000 miles southwest of Asia.  Australia lies in the southern hemisphere which explains why they say they are from “down under”.  The coastal plains are the most highly populated.  Australia’s largest cities are all found in the southwestern and southeastern parts.  These cities include: Melbourne (pop. 3 million), Sydney (pop. 3.5 million), Perth, Adelaide, and Brisbane.  Of Australia’s 20 million people, about 80% live in cities of more than 100,000 people. 

      There are many different types of physical features in Australia: deserts, mountains, rainforests, grasslands, rivers, lakes, and swamps.  Agriculture and Industry is found in the coastal areas where soil is good for farming.  Most of the crops and livestock raised are exported.  The many ports and rivers in the coastal area make exporting and trade easier for Australia.
     Australia has territories and 6 states.  The Australian Capital Territory and the Northern Territory are the two biggest territories.  The six states are: 

1) Tasmania- an island state off the Southeast coast of the mainland.  Half of Tasmania is unspoiled land protected by the government.

2) Victoria- in the southeast corner of the mainland.  It is closest to Tasmania.  Victoria is the most urban state in Australia.  Melbourne is located in Victoria.

3)  South Australia- is located in South Central Australia. The Great Victoria Desert is located in South Australia.

4)  Western Australia- the largest state, it makes up 1/3 of the mainland.  Mostly desert, the Great Sandy Desert is located there.

5) New South Wales- is located above Victoria.  More people live in New South Wales than any other state.  The national capital, Canberra, is located here.
6)  Queensland- is the second largest state in Australia.  It is located in the northeastern part of the mainland.
Climate of Australia

The climate of Australia varies across the continent.  Because it is south of the equator, the seasons are the opposite of those in the United States.  Its summers are December-March and its winters are June to September.  The northern part of Australia is nearest the equator and has a tropical climate.  It is warm to hot all year long.  This area also gets the most rain.  It has two seasons, wet and dry.  Winters are wet and summers are dry.  The largest part of Australia is the desert region.  This area gets less than 10” of rain a year.  A temperate climate is found in the Southeast and Southwest corners.  The winters are not too cold and the summers are not too hot.  Most Australians live in the southeastern coast.
Natural Resources of Australia

In Australia, the remote countryside is called the bush and the outback refers to the dry interior.  The outback is mainly open countryside with large grazing lands.  Most settlements in the outback grew up around mining.  Australians mine for coal, iron ore, copper, tin, gold, silver, uranium, nickel, tungsten, mineral sands, zinc, oil, and natural gas.  Australians produce more diamonds, lead, and bauxite (an ore from which we get aluminum) than anyone else.  Farming is also a huge industry in Australia.  The large amounts of arable land make farming a huge business in Australia.  Food produced in Australia is sold all over the world.  

1) Where do most people in Australia live?

2) What important business is done in the outback?

3) Why is Southeastern Australia so popular for people to live?

4) What three mineral are produced in Australia more than anywhere else?

5) How many territories and states does Australia have?

Enrichment Activity

Using the map on pages RA28 and RA29, complete the attached worksheets entitled, “Regional Atlas Activity B and C”.
