SS6CG6 The student will compare and contrast various forms of government

A. Describe the ways government systems distribute power: unitary, confederation, and federal.

Unitary governments- a central government possess most of the decision-making power and authority.  The central government is the controlling body.  Local governments act as administrative assistants to the central government.
Confederate governments- local governments protect and operate under their own authority.  The states or local governments control the primary governing power.  This weakens the power of the central government. Australia is part of the Commonwealth of Nations.  The Commonwealth of Nations is made up of former colonies of the British Empire.  The Commonwealth of Nations works together to promote trade and work out problems within the commonwealth.
Federal governments- Australia has a federal government system.  Australia has 6 states and two territories.  Power is split between the central government and the states.  Australia has a constitution that is the law of the land.  It tells the rights, privileges, and duties given to each level of government.  It also tells how the local, state and national governments will share power.  
Questions

1) In which type of government would you find the following statement, “Governing power resides with states”?

2) What kind of government does Australia have?

3) Give an example of a confederation?

4) What type of government is split between a central government and the states?

B. Explain how governments determine citizen participation: autocratic, oligarchic, and democratic.

Autocracy- one self appointed ruler holds the political power.  The ruler makes all government decisions for the people.  Although Australia recognizes Great Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II as its queen, she has very limited say in the running of the government.  Australia is known as a constitutional monarchy.
Oligarchy- rule by a few.  A small group of leaders decide the fate of the people.  The leaders may be from the same family, or may be wealthy or have military support.
Democracy- rule by the people and their ability to vote.  Government officials are elected by the people.  People who do not vote face a fine.  Australia is run by elected officials voted by the people.  The elected members of parliament choose a Prime Minister to lead the country.  The Prime Minister recommends a Governor-General to the Queen.  The Governor-General represents the Queen in Australia and performs public duties.
Questions

1) Which type of government gives the people the most voice in making laws?
2) Which type of government might have a military dictator?

3) Describe an oligarchy.

Describe the two predominate forms of democratic governments: parliamentary and presidential

Parliamentary- elected parliament members represent the people and hold the power. These elected officials create and pass laws.  They share power.  Australia has a parliamentary form of democratic government.  Parliament leads the legislative branch.  Parliament is elected by the people.  Once elected, parliament then chooses it’s Prime Minister.  The Prime Minister is the most powerful in government.  He has the ability to dissolve parliament and force an early election.  The monarch, as head of state, appoints the Governor-General as recommended by the Prime Minister.
Presidential- in a presidential democracy, the people elect the members of the legislature and also elect the President.  The President serves as head of state and the head of government.  The legislature makes the laws; the President signs them into law.  The President is elected to a fixed term and has to be re-elected by the people.  A President does not have the power to dissolve the legislation or force an early election. 
Questions

1) Who represents the Queen in Australia’s government?

2) Who has more political power?  The Prime Minister or the Queen?

3) Who makes the laws in Australia?

SS6CG7 The student will explain the structure of the national government of Australia.

A. Describe the federal parliamentary democracy of Australia, distinguishing form of leadership, type of legislature, and the role of the citizen in terms of voting and personal freedoms.

Form of leadership

Head of State of Australia is the monarch of the United Kingdome (currently Queen Elizabeth II).  She has no real power, but is commander-in-chief of the Army, Navy, and Air Force.  The Governor-General represents the Queen at any function she is unable to attend.  The head of government is the Prime Minister.
Type of legislature

Australia is divided into electorates.  Each electorate has about the same number of people living in it.  The people of each electorate elects a person to represent them in Parliament.  That elected official is the MP (Member of Parliament) of the House of Representatives.  There is one seat for each electorate in parliament.

The other house of Parliament is the Senate.  Each state, plus the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory elects 12 people to be their senator.  No matter how large or small, each state and territory elects 12 senators.  

After an election, the party with the most seats in the House of Representatives becomes the government.  The winning party’s leader becomes the prime minister.  The prime minister is the head of government.  The party with the second highest number of seats in the House of Representatives is called the “opposition”.

The Role of the Citizen

Anyone 18 or older is required to vote.  Refusal to do so could result in a fine or jail time.   The people vote for the MP’s (members of Parliament).  They do not vote for the Prime Minister.  The Prime Minister is the head of the party with the most seats in the House of Representatives.  
Australians have the freedom of religion and speech.  They have the right to choose their on jobs.  They have the right to travel across the country and the world.  They have the same level of freedom as people in the United Kingdom or the United States.

Questions

1) What responsibility do Australian citizen have after their 18th birthday?

2) What official do citizens of Australia vote into office?

3) Who represents the Queen at official events?

4) What are the two houses of parliament called?

5) Who is the head of government?

